Annual  Report 

OF 

B.  POPE  BARTLETT,  ESQ., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 


Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mere 
District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you.  my  report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1903. 


DEATHS. 


During  the  year  1903  the  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  numbered  65  against  88  registered  in 
the  previous  year.  These  show  a  death-rate  of 
12.7  per  1000  population,  calculated  on  the  census 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  death- 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  1903  was  15.4.  Of  the  deaths,  7  were 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  eoual  to  an  annual 
death-rate  of  516.4  per  1000  births.  Thirty-two 
deaths  were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and 
upwards. 


According  to  the  quarters  of  the 
deaths  were  as  follows:  — 

First  quarter  . 

Second  quarter . 

Third  quarter . 

Fourth  quarter  . 


year,  the 

...  23 
...  19 
...  11 
...  12 
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There  were  37  deaths  of  males  and  54  of 
females. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  124,  an  increase  of  12  on  last 
year.  This  number  is  equal  to  an  annual  birth¬ 
rate  of  24.3  per  1,000  population.  The  birth-rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
per  od  was  28.4.  Fifty-nine  of  the  births  were 
of  males  and  65  of  females. 


MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES 
Of  the  deaths  classified  according  to  1  heir- 
causes,  25  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  chest,  viz.,  6 
to  phthisis,  8  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and 
11  to  heart  diseases.  Eight  deaths  were  due  to 
cancer,  and  two  to  accidents. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Including  one  death  from  influenza,  there  were 
hut  three  deaths  due  to  zymotic  diseases.  Of  the 
other  two,  one  was  due  to  diphtheria  and  oc¬ 
curred  at  Stourton  in  the  month  of  December, 
and  the  other  was  due  to  erysipelas,  and  occurred 
at  Sedgehill.  As  no  less  than  36  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria  were  reported  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  the  mortality  from  this  disease  was  low. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  48  cases  of  zymotic  diseases 
were  reported  to  me.  As  36  of  these  were  diph¬ 
theria,  the  majority  of  which  were  in  Stourton, 
the  district  may,  with  this  exception,  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  fairly  free  from  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year.  As  I  have  recently  laid 
before  your  Council  a  report  of  the  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  at  Stourton,  together  with  the  steps 
taken  to  prevent  its  spread,  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  my  observations  in  that  report.  In  Mere, 
Zeals,  Kiimington,  and  Maiden  Bradley,  there 
have  been  a  few  isolated  cases,  but  no  general  out¬ 
break. 

SCARLATINA. 

Seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during 
the  year,  four  of  which  occurred  in  one  house  at 
East  Knoyle.  The  patients  were  carefully  isolated 
and  in  no  case  did  the  disease  spread  beyond  the 
house  in  which  it  appeared. 

In  any  report  on  the  Epidemic  of  Diphtheria  at 
Stourton  recently  presented  to  your  Council,  I 
pointed  out  the  inefficiency  of  the  means  which 
had  been  used  in  the  past  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  more  virulent  infectious  diseases  in  the 
district  especially  in  the  matter  of  disinfection 
of  the  houses  and  bedding,  etc.  ,  used  by  the 
patients.  I  trust  that  during  the  coming  year 
your  Council  will  adopt  such  measures  as  may 
result  in  each  house  where  infectious  disease  is 
known  to  have  occurred,  being  thoroughly  and 
efficiently  disinfected  and  lime- washed,  and  the 
bedding  and  other  similar  articles  used  by  the 
patient  either  destroyed  or  rendered  incapable  of 
retaining  any  infectious  material. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  during  the  past 
year,  I  have  received  no  complaints  of  a.  deficiency 
of  water  from  any  part  of  the  district.  At  S tour- 
ton  a  supply  of  water  is  being  laid  on  which  will 
be  distributed  to  nearly  all  that  village,  and  a 
portion  of  Kiimington.  This  cannot  fail  to  be 
a  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  and  of  consider¬ 
able  importance  from  a.  sanitary  point  of  view.  I 
regret  that  the  scheme  for  the  water  supply  of 
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Mere  and  other  villages,  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  is  at  present  in  abeyance,  owing  to  the 
water  obtained  from  the  wells  sunk  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  supplying  the  same  not  having  been  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  I  trust 
that  during  the  coming  year  your  Council  will 
succeed  in  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  distribution  of  the 
same  will  be  carried  out  as  proposed  in  the  former 
scheme.  I  feel  sure  that  such  a  supply  of  water 
is  badly  needed  and  could  not  fail  in  being  of 
great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parts  so  supplied. 

THE  GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OE 
THE  DISTRICT. 

From  personal  observation  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
is  satisfactory.  During’  the  year  your  Sanitary 
Officer  has  attended  to  his  duties  and  as  a  result 
numerous  sanitary  defects  have  been  discovered 
and  corrected.  These  include  92  house  drains 
laid  or  relnid,  28  cleaned,  trapped  and  ventilated, 
15  additional  w.c/s  provided,  35  repaired,  and  26 
converted  to  pail  closets,  56  accumulations  of  offen¬ 
sive  refuse  removed,  besides  various  other  sanitary 
improvements.  I  regret  that  Mr.  Davies,  who 
has  been  an  excellent  officer,  has  resigned  the 
appointment. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this  report  for  the 
past  year  satisfactory, 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  POPE  BARTLETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bourton,  February  5,  1904. 
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TABLE  I. 


Year. 

Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  un¬ 
der  1  YEAR 
OF  AGE. 

Deaths  at 

ALL  AGES 

Total. 

Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions. 

Deaths  of  N  on- 

residents  registered 

in  District. 

Deaths  of  Residents 

registered  beyond 

District. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

N  ETT. 

1 

Number. 

Kate. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births 
Registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1893 

5628 

143 

25.4 

13 

90.9 

65 

11.5 

2 

1894 

5596 

160 

28.5 

12 

75.0 

83 

14.8 

5 

1895 

5525 

142 

25.7 

16 

112.6 

104 

18.8 

7 

' 

1896 

5505 

161 

29.1 

14 

86.9 

75 

13.6 

4 

1897 

5440 

152 

27.9 

11 

72.3 

64 

11.7 

9 

1898 

5408 

131 

24.2 

7 

53.4 

71 

13.6 

5 

1899 

5357 

137 

25.2 

10 

72.9 

86 

16.0 

5 

1900 

5264 

118 

22.4 

4 

33.8 

87 

165 

7 

1901 

5210 

137 

26,2 

8 

58  3 

70 

13.4 

6 

1902 

5151 

112 

21.7 

7 

62.5 

88 

17.2 

7 

Averages 

for  years 

5408 

139.3 

25.6 

10.2 

71.8 

79.3 

14.7 

5.7 

1893-1902. 

1903 

5093 

124 

24.3 

7 

56.4 

65 

12.7 

4 

1 

Area  of  District  in  acres'! 

(exclusive  of  area  -31,091 
covered  by  water.)  J 


Total  population  at  all  ages  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


5,210 

1,258 

4.14 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1903. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 
Cholera  ... 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever 
Typhus  fever 
Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever  ... 
Continued  fever  ... 
Puerperal  fever  ... 
Plague 


Totals 


Cases  Notified  in  whole 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  Each  j 
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TABLE  IV, 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during^Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 
Croup 

fTyphus 
Fever  -c  Enteric 

(Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 
Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer, malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  /...  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides  • 

Apolexy 
AH  other  causes 


All  causes 


Deaths  in  whole  District 
at  subjoined  ages. 
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Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  ages). 
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Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 


